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MEMOIR, 



Mb. Hunter was born at Sheffield, on February 6th, 
1783: he was the son of Mr. Michael Hunter, a 
gentleman engaged throughout his life in the cut- 
lery business at that town. His mother died while 
he was yet very young, and shortly after he was 
placed under the guardianship of the Rev. Joseph 
Evans, the minister of a congregation of Presby- 
terian Dissenters with which his parents were con- 
nected. For Mr. Evans and his wife Mr. Joseph 
Hunter conceived the highest esteem, which con- 
tinued to the end of his life. He was placed by 
them at a school in the neighbourhood of Sheffield, 
where he received the rudiments of a classical edu- 
cation, while he devoted all his leisure moments to 
the Btudy of such works as he could procure upon 
historical, topographical, and genealogical subjects, 
and to copying all monumental inscriptions and 
similar remains to be met with in the churches of 
a2 
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the vicinity: he thus laid the foundation of that 
minute acquaintance with the family history of 
his native town and neighbourhood, of which he 
afterwards made such good use. Many volumes 
yet remain of church notes taken by him at this 
early age. 

It was determined that he should be brought up 
to the ministry among the sect to which his family 
belonged, and accordingly, in 1805, he proceeded 
to a college at York, where he received his pro- 
fessional training under the Rev. Charles Wellbe- 
loved, a gentleman well known to Yorkshire anti- 
quaries, and who survived till a recent period. The 
course prescribed to the students at this college 
was remarkable for the attention given to minute 
verbal criticism of the Greek and Hebrew Scrip- 
tures: this branch of study was peculiarly suitable 
to Mr. Hunter's cast of mind, and he retained a 
lively interest in these questions long after aban- 
doning the profession which first led him to them. 
In 1809 he became minister of a congregation of 
Presbyterian Dissenters at Bath, where he resided 
for twenty-four years; during this time, in addi- 
tion to his professional duties, he continued his 
collection of materials for the history of his native 
town, part of which he* embodied in his ' Hallam- 
shire,' published in 1819. This was followed by 
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two volumes of the ' History of the Deanery of 
Doncaster' in 1828 and 1831. He was moreover 
forward in the promotion of every scheme adapted 
to increase the then commencing interest in the 
history and antiquities of our country, and was one 
of the original members of the Bath literary and 
Scientific Institution, which is still a flourishing 
establishment He was a valued member of that 
' Stourhead Circle,' of which he afterwards printed 
some account, — a party of gentlemen residing in 
the counties of Somerset and Wilts, who year after 
year met under the hospitable roof of Sir Richard 
Colt Hoare, of Stourhead, to compare the progress 
each had made in those studies which had an in- 
terest for them all. 

Mr. Hunter's intimate acquaintance with an- 
cient writings and with the minuter details of our 
history attracted the attention of the then existing 
Commissioners of the Public Records, who deter- 
mined to secure to the country the services of one 
so well qualified to assist in the work with which 
they were charged. Accordingly Mr. Hunter, be- 
ing appointed a Sub-Commissioner, removed to 
London in 1833, and entered on the duties of his 
office at the Midsummer of that year. His em- 
ployment was at first editing various volumes of 
record-learning to be hereafter mentioned. On 



3ig!Liz e d byGOOgle 



the reconstruction of the Record Service in 1838, 
he was appointed an Assistant Keeper of the First 
Class, and to his care were committed the Queen's 
Remembrancer's Records, with the especial duty 
of forming a Calendar of this vast mass of miscel- 
laneous documents. From the day of its com- 
mencement till almost the day of his death this 
Calendar was always in his thoughts; and what- 
ever might be his other employments, he never 
allowed them to interfere with the prosecution of 
the great work committed to him, and to the com- 
pletion of which he looked forward as the reward 
of his persevering toil. His family frequently 
heard him, during his last illness, express his sa- 
tisfaction that he left behind him, in Mr. Walter 
Nelson and Mr. Joseph Redington, two gentlemen 
who, having for many years been his assistants, 
were perfectly trained in his mode of proceeding, 
and competent to bring to perfection the work in 
which he had made so much progress. We are 
glad to see that the former gentleman has been 
appointed to succeed Mr. Hunter in his office of 
Assistant Keeper of the First Class. 

Soon after Mr. Hunter's removal to London, 
much of his attention was occupied by a suit in 
Chancery, well known aa the " Hewley Suit," in 
which it was sought to take from the Unitarians 
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the benefit of the property left by Lad; Hewley 
in the early part of the eighteenth century, and 
which she destined for the support of the Presby- 
terians, to whom she herself belonged. The fact 
seems to be that the Presbyterians had ceased to 
exist as a distinct body, a few of their members 
having joined Independent or other Dissenting con- 
gregations, while the mass had insensibly passed 
through Arian to Unitarian doctrine. Mr. Hunter 
allowed that those who at the time of the suit en- 
joyed this property denied many doctrines which 
the foundress regarded as a fundamental part of 
Christianity; but he maintained that the Unita- 
rians, historically speaking, represented the foun- 
dress, and that, had she then been living, she 
would have been an Unitarian herself The Courts 
of Law, however, decided in favour of the new 
claimants, when the Dissenters' Chapel Act was 
passed to prevent stale claims of the kind being 
made for the future, by making twenty years' use 
sufficient proof, in the absence of written expres- 
sions of intention, as to the doctrines to be taught 
in any chapel. It is clear that, had this statute 
existed, the claim of the Independents could at no 
time have been successfully urged, for no consider- 
able change of doctrine took place within the limits 
of any period of twenty years. 
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On a future page we shall give some account 
of Mr. Hunter's various publications; but we may 
here remark that, numerous as they are, they re- 
present but a small part of the labours of his even- 
ings and vacations. It was a principle with him to 
print nothing of any new discovery while any hope 
remained of finding further illustrations of it It 
results from this that much curious information 
remains in his manuscripts which he had not the 
time or opportunity to work up to the perfection 
at which he aimed ; and he has left behind him a 
large mass of manuscripts, relating to all the sub- 
jects which engaged his attention. 

Much of Mr. Hunter's time in middle life was 
devoted to the illustration of the text of Shake- 
speare's Plays. His genius led him to endeavour 
to correct what was faulty, and to throw light on 
what was obscure in the text, rather than to the 
psychological school of criticism introduced by 
Coleridge. He published two works, containing 
part of the results of his labours in this direction. 

In connection with his Shakespearean studies, 
we may mention the collections formed by Mr. 
Hunter towards lives of English verse-writers of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries ; these he 
never published, although, in a tract he printed 
on the ancestry of Alexander Pope, he intimates 



3ig!Liz e d byGOOgle 



an intention to do so. We may conclude that he 
has left a portion at least of this work in a state of 
forwardness for publication. 

We must not neglect to notice Mr. Hunter's dis- 
coveries in relation to the first settlements of New 
England. His work on this subject attracted great 
attention in America, and brought the author into 
correspondence with very many gentlemen of Bos- 
ton and other cities of the United States, who felt 
an interest in tracing the first beginnings of their 
Commonwealth. Many of these printed for private 
circulation accounts of what, with Mr. Hunter's as- 
sistance, they were able to gather of the early his- 
tory of their families ; and we believe that he pos- 
sessed a very extensive collection of volumes of thiB 
character. 

Our space does not allow us to notice more of 
Mr. Hunter's contributions to the minute historical 
literature of his country. Many of his communica- 
tions will be found in the ' Archieologia,' and among 
the Papers read at the annual meetings of the 
Archaeological Institute. In consideration of his 
contributions to the former series, he was ho- 
noured with the title of Vice-President of the 
Society of Antiquaries. 

Mr. Hunter relaxed nothing of his constant atten- 
tion to the studies he loved, even while labouring 
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under the painful malady which at last overcame 
him; after more than two years of suffering, he 
sank under this disease on the 9th of May, 1861. 
He was interred at Ecclesfield, a village in the 
neighbourhood of Sheffield, in a spot chosen by 
himself some time before his death. 

In 1816 he married Mary, daughter of Francis 
Hayward, M.D., of Bath; by her, who died in 
1840, he had sis children, of whom three sons 
and a daughter survive him. 
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JOSBPHUS HUNTER, S.A.9., 

SACB. SCBINIORUM UNUS DB VICE-CUSTODIBUS, 

QUI CUM IN AftCHIVIS NOSTRIS VEBSAKETHB, 

SUMMO RERUM ANTIQUARUM STUDIO PROVECTUS, 

MULTA DOCTE, LUCULENTER, ACCURATE SCRIPSIT, 

BED P&ESEBTIM HUJUSCE AGEI 

ANNALES LABORE EXPLORAVIT HISTORLfflQUE MAKDAVIT. 

NATUS EST SHEFFIELDUi Vf° DIE FEBRUARH 

A° SALUTIS HUMANE M.D.CC.LXXXm" . 

MORTUUS LOHDINI IX"° DIE MAII 

ANNO M.D.CCC.LXI" 

QUO IPSE VIVEN8 DESIGNABAT LOCO 

IN PACE DEPONITUB. 
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CATALOGUE. 



The Ameliorated Condition of the Poor one Benefit derived 
to the World from Christianity ; considered in a Dis- 
course delivered at Trim Street Chapel, Bath. By Joseph 
Hunter. Bath, 1811. 8vo, pp. 25. 

A Tribute to the Memory of the Rev. John Simpson: con- 
tained in a Sermon delivered at the Unitarian Chapel, 
Bath. By Joseph Hunter. Bath, 1813. 8vo, pp. 88. 

Scripture the Delight and Guide of the Unitarian Christian : 
a Sermon. By Joseph Hunter. London, 1817. 12mo, 
pp. 44. 

The Deist, the Christian, and the Unitarian: a Sermon. 

By Joseph Hunter. Bath, 1819. 8vo, pp. 81. 

We mention these sermons merely for the sake of giving 
completeness to oar catalogue of Mr. Hunter's separate 
publications. To the second is appended a list of the 
writings of the gentleman to whom it relates. 



Who Wrote Cavendish's lAfe of Wohey ? A Dissertation. 

By the Rev. Joseph Hunter, 4to. London, 1815. 

In this Dissertation, which Mr. Singer has reprinted and 
prefixed to his complete and accurate edition of the Life, 
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Mr. Hunter has discussed the respective claims of three 
members of the Cavendish family, William, Thomas, and 
George, to be considered the faithful attendant and bio- 
grapher of the Cardinal. The common opinion, which at- 
tributes the work to Sir William, is shown to be inconsis- 
tent with what is known of his life. The positive evidence 
in favour of Thomas is very slight : while four remarkable 
circumstances which may be gathered from the work itself 
regarding the author, concur in George more fully than they 
can in any other person. 

We believe that the conclusion at which the Dissertation 
arrives has received the unanimous assent of all who have 
studied the question ; while the course of argument is in- 
teresting for its likeness to that adopted by the author in 
his later works. 



Hallamshire. — The History and Topography of the Parish 
of Sheffield, in the County of York. With Historical and 
Descriptive Notices of the Parishes of Ecclesfield, Hans- 
■worth, Treaton, and Whiston, and of the Chapelry of 
Bradfield. By Joseph Hunter, an Honorary Member 
of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
London, 1819. Folio, pp. x. 299. 
The first fruits of Mr. Hunter's topographical researches 
are found in this book, which, though not quite of the 
same dimensions as his subsequent work, ' South York- 
shire,' is equally entitled to a place in the first class of this 
kind of English literature. 

The word Hallamshire is derived from the ancient manors 
of Hallam Upper and Nether, which embraced a consider- 
able part of the parish and town of Sheffield. Accordingly 
Mr. Hunter has in this work undertaken to trace ab origine 
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the rise and progress of one of the most important towns in 
the kingdom. The arduous nature of such an undertaking 
may be easily conceived, not only by topographers them- 
selves, bnt by all observant readers of topography; It is a 
simple and easy task to trace the succession of estates and 
interests in purely rural districts, compared with that of 
unravelling the complications which almost necessarily be- 
set such subjects in large towns, the population of which 
has long been fast increasing, and in whose circumstances 
the changes have been marked and frequent. Many years 
were spent by the author in collecting the materials for 
this book before its publication. The sources of such in- 
formation, both ordinary and peculiar, were made use of 
with that zeal and diligence of which the evidence is so 
remarkable in all the productions of the same pen, 

The dryness in a great measure inseparable from works 
of this nature, involving so much in the way of detail, has 
been relieved, as far as it seems possible to be, by the powers 
of illustration, which Mr. Hunter's researches in such 
varied quarters enabled him to possess. And though of 
course the interest of the main topic of this work cannot 
extend beyond "Hallamshire" and its vicinage, yet the 
general reader might feel repaid for a study of the " Intro- 
ductory Matter." 



Golden Sentences : a Manual that may be used by all 
who desire to be Moral and Religious. Selected by 
the Eev. Joseph Hpnteb, P.S.A. Bath, 1826. 8vo, pp, 
viii. 79. 

This little book is compiled from the works of Bishop 
Hall, Fuller, Sir Thomas Browne, Whichcote, and Dr.' 
Richard Lucas, of each of whom a brief memoir is prefixed 
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to the " Golden Sentences " extracted from his writings. In 
an " Addendum " at the end is a passage from one of Oliver 
Heywood's sermons or meditations, with a short notice of 
that divine, whose life was written by Mr. Hunter many 
years after. 



South. Yorkshire. — The History and Topography of the 

Deanery of Doncatter, in the Diocete and County of York. 

By the Rev. Joseph Hunter, Fellow of the Societies of 

Antiquaries of London and Newcastle, and an Honorary 

Member of the Yorkshire Philosophical Association. 

The First Volume, London, 1828. Folio, pp. xvii. 406. 

The Second Volume, London, 1831. Folio, pp.iii. 498. 

These two volumes, the greatest (at all events in extent) 

of Mr. Hunter's productions, belong to the class of County 

Histories; of which Surtees's 'Durham,' and Ormerod's 

'Cheshire,' are favourable specimens. 'South Yorkshire, or 

the History and Topography of the Deanery of Doncaster,' 

would remain a monument of Mr. Hunter's industry and 

antiquarian zeal, even were all the other books in this 

Catalogue to perish. 

The ancient ' Deanery ' of Doncaster included the wa- 
pentake of Strafford and Tickhill, that of Staincross, and 
part of that of Osgodcross, and contained within its area the 
towns of Sheffield, Doncaster, iiotherham, and Baraaley. 
Sheffield and the adjacent parishes were the subjects of 
Mr. Hunter's previous work of ' Hallamsbire,' and accord- 
ingly are dismissed with a short notice in the second of 
these volumes. 

The principle of arrangement of the places described, was 
first devised by the author, and it has been adopted by the 
late Mr. James Raine in his ' History of North Durham.' 
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The basis of this arrangement is formed by the great feudal 
distributions made at the Conquest, and these being consi- 
dered separately from each other, the parochial subdivisions 
within the bounds of each barony, were treated of in turn 
according to their geographical position. 

The " Honours " or appurtenances of the castles of 
Coningsborough, TickhilJ, Pontefract {the latter correspond- 
ing to the terra of Roger de Busli and Ilbert de Laci, in 
Domesday Book), constitute the chief part of South York- 
shire : there are also a few parishes which formed detached * 
possessions of other feudal lords. A list of the parishes 
treated of in this work may be found in Nichols's 'Cata- 
logue of the Library at Stonrhead.' 

The able Preface gives a full statement of Mr. Hunter's 
views as to the rationale of English topography, and indi- 
cates the sources from whence he gathered his materials, 
— sources for the most part of which topographers of all 
counties will have reason to avail themselves. It there- 
fore possesses an interest far exceeding the limits of the 
subject-matter of the book. 



The IAfe of Sia Thomas Moobe, by his Great-Grandson 
Cresacre More. With a Biographical Preface, Notes, 
and other Illustrations. By the Rev. Joseph Hunter, 
F.S.A. London, 1828. 8vo, pp. lxiv. 376. 
Simultaneously with the first volume of ' South York- 
shire ' appeared this handsome edition of the ' Life of Sir 
T. More/ by his great-grandson Cresacre More. Mr. 
Hunter's topographical researches included the parish of 
Bamborough (described in 'South Yorkshire,' vol. i. p. 
371), and consequently his attention was directed to the 
More family, who, by matrimonial alliances with the an- 
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cicnt family of Cresacre, inherited their estates in that 
parish. 

By that critical faculty and power of insight that so 
much distinguished Mr. Hunter's genius, he was enabled 
(as in the case of Cavendish's ' Life of Wolsey ') to restore 
the honours of authorship to the rightful claimant, Cresacre 
More, to whose elder brother Thomas the book had been 
ascribed by one of no less sagacity than Anthony Wood, 
and by many after him. The question is discussed in one 
of the five chapters that compose the preface prefixed by 
Mr. Hunter to this edition. Another of these chapters is an 
essay on the life and conduct of the illustrious Chancellor, 
of whose character Mr. Hunter was ever a warm admirer. 

The original edition was printed abroad, and shows in 
the printer much carelessness or ignorance of the Eng- 
lish tongue. Mr. Hunter has not implicitly followed the 
printed text, but has amended it in numerous instances, 
upon an authority to which he was disposed to pay much 
regard, being that of a MS. then iu private hands. 

He has added copious notes, and an Appendix contain- 
ing a letter of " Dame Alys More," wife of Sir Thomas, 
with several other particulars connected with his history. 



The Hallamskire Glossary. By the Rev. Joseph Hun- 
ter, F.S.A. London, 1829. 8vo, pp. xxviii. 164. 
Mr. Hunter throughout his life devoted much attention 
to philological studies. His tastes were formed before the 
science of comparative philology had begun to command 
the attention of all who incline to pursue investigations of 
the kind, and he was content with the humble task of tra- 
cing out the antiquity and the exact signification of the 
words composing the English language, with the assistance 
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of only occasional illustrations drawn from the tongues of 
foreign nations. In the present volume, his only separate 
publication on subjects of this nature, Mr. Hunter has col- 
lected the verbal archaisms in nse within his native district 
of HaUamshire, together with explanations aud occasional 
illustrations drawn from our older writers. 

Not the least interesting and valuable portion of the 
work is the Introduction, wherein the rules are considered 
which should guide the compiler of a provincial glossary in 
the selection of words for insertion. To chronicle merely 
modern slang can answer no useful purpose; it is necessary 
that the word or sense claiming admission should have a 
certain antiquity, but it is equally necessary that this word 
or sense should have ceased to form part of the general 
body of the language. After all, a certain peculiar tact is 
needed to enable the compiler to seize on those words or 
phrases which are just beginning to disappear from the 
conversation of competent persons who study propriety of 
speech : and although in such a matter it is hopeless to ex- 
pect agreement with regard to every word, yet we think 
that Mr. Hunter has shown himself possessed, in a high 
degree, of this peculiar discriminative faculty. 



The Diary of Ralph Thoresby, F.R.S. Nov? first pub- 
lished from the Original Manuscript. By the Rev. 
Joseph Hunteb, F.S.A. 8vo. London, 1830. 2 vols, 
pp. 471, 442. 

Letters of Eminent Men addressed to Ralph Thoresby, 
F.R.S, 8vo. London, 1832. 2 vols. pp. 448, 491. 
In these works, Mr. Hunter's labours were those of an 

editor only. He has prefixed to the ' Diary ' a sketch of 
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tbe life of the eminent topographer of Leeds, and has a 
pended to the text a few illustrative notes. 



English Monastic Libraries. — J. A Catalogue of the 
Library of t/ie Priory of Bretton, in Yorkshire. II. 
Notices of the Libraries belonging to other Religious 
Houses. By the Rev. Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. London, 
1831. 4to, pp. xii. 30. 

This small volume contains a catalogue of about a hun- 
dred and fifty books, forming the library of the Priory of 
Bretton at tbe time of the dissolution. It is taken from 
a cartulary of the bouse, preserved in tbe library of a 
neighbouring family. Notices are added of some remark- 
able books which are known, from Leland's 'Collectanea' 
and other sources, to have been preserved in different Eng- 
lish monastic libraries. In the preface are some remarks 
on the general character of these libraries, and on the cir- 
cumstances of their dispersion. 



Magnum Rotulum Scaccarii, vel Magnum Rotulum Pipa, de 
anno xxxi' Regni Henrici Primi Cut videturj, quern plurimi 
hactenus lauddrunt pro Rotulo r" anni Stephani Regis, 
nuncprimum edidit Josephus Ho.vter, S.A.S. Printed 
under the Direction of the Commissioners on the Public 
Records. 1833. 8vo, pp. xxiii. 161. 
This volume, tbe first fruits of Mr. Hunter's Record la- 
bours, is chiefly remarkable for the argument by which the 
true date of the document here printed is established. This 
argument, which is justly looked upon by those most con- 
versant with this branch of learning as a masterpiece of 
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critical sagacity, is contained in the preface prefixed to the 
volume ; and the proof it furnishes is so simple and so con- 
vincing, that we shall endeavour to give our readers some 
idea of its nature. * 

The name of Pipe Rolls is given to those Records of the 
Court of Exchequer, in which are entered the annual ac- 
counts rendered by. the sheriffs and other receivers of the 
royal revenues in the different counties. With the excep- 
tion of two years, the series is complete from the second 
year of Henry II. to the year 1833, when the system of 
auditing these accounts was changed by the statute 3 & 4 
Will. IV. c. 99. One roll, of a date earlier than 2 Hen. II., 
has been preserved in the Exchequer, which is the one 
printed in the volume now before us. Some person, pro- 
bably about the time of Edward I., hastily concluded that 
this must be the roll for 1 Hen. II., and indorsed it ac- 
cordingly; but the want of correspondence between the 
accounts in this roll and those contained in the roll which 
undoubtedly belongs to 2 Hen. II., demonstrated the fal- 
sity of this indorsement as soon as the political questions 
of the seventeenth century directed the attention of in- 
quirers to these authentic sources of our history. 

Theories of the true date were hazarded by Sir Simonds 
D'Ewes and by Prynne, both men to whose opinion on any 
matter of record-learning the greatest weight is due. The 
former tacked on to the roll a refutation of the old notion, 
and a notice of an argument by which he was led to fix 
5 Stephen as the true date. This was derived from a pas- 
sage where the receipt of three payments of an annual sum 
is acknowledged for " the third year, last year, and this 
year." Sir Simouds D'Ewes concluded that the third year 
here meant was the third year of the reign of some sove- 
reign; and as the roll was clearly later than 5 Hen. I., 
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it could belong to no year but 5 Stephen. Mr. Hunter 
clearly shows that the usage of the rolls is to reckon dates 
backwards from the date of rendering the account, and 
moreover that the persons whom the roll shows as most 
trusted by the King, were the very persons who, in the 
fifth of Stephen, were engaged in open hostility with that 
monarch. Frynne assigned the roll to 18 Hen. I., on the 
ground that it contains an allowance for oil burnt at the 
tomb of the Queen, who can be no other than Maud, first 
wife of Henry I., who died in 18 Hen. I., 1118: he as- 
sumes that this oil must hare been consumed at her burial. 
But Mr. Hunter shows that the same amount was allowed 
for this oil in many successive years, while the roll names 
a person as Bishop of Lincoln who did not become such till 
25 Hen. I. 

Mr. Hunter then proceeds to adduce a long list of per- 
sona who are noticed in this roll as holding or having held 
certain offices, or as being then alive or then dead ; and he 
shows, from a great variety of other sources, the dates at 
which these same persons attained or vacated these offices 
or died. 

The result is, that nothing in the roll is inconsistent 
with the supposition that it exhibits the accounts for the 
year ending September 29, 1130, or 31 Hen. I., while it is 
impossible to reconcile its contents with the supposition 
that it belongs to any other year. 

In conclusion, we may point out that the preface con- 
taining this argument is dated November 15, 1833, not 
five months after the commencement of Mr. Hunter's offi- 
cial connection with the Record Service : this simple date 
shows how well prepared he was for the performance of the 
duties to which he was called. 
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Roluli Selecti ad res Anglicas et Hibernicas spectantex, 
ex Archivis in Domo Capitulari Westmonasteriensi de- 
prompti : curd Josephi Hunter, S.A.S. Printed under 
the direction of the Commissioners on the Public Re- 
cords. 1834. 8vo, pp. xxxviii. 265. 
fines stve Pedes Finium ab a" mi" Regis Ricardi I. ad a™ 
xvi m Regis Johannis : edente Josepiio Hukter, S.A.S. 
Printed under the direction of the Commissioners on the 
Public Records. 1835. 8vo, pp. lxvi. 357. 
These two volumes do not seem to call for any special 
notice. Mr. Hunter's part was confined to the superinten- 
dence of the transcription and printing, and to writing pre- 
faces explanatory of the contents of the volumes. We be- 
lieve that the accuracy with which the originals are here 
represented has not been impeached, which is the highest 
praise to which an editor of a record can aspire : and those 
only who have been taught by experience, can tell how long 
continued and unceasing must be the care exercised, before 
this praise can be deserved. 

Mr. Hunter also wrote the introduction to the ' Valor 
Ecclesiasticus,' which vast record was published in succes- 
sive years between 1810 and 1834. 

The Attorney-General versus Shore. — An Historical De- 
fence of the Trustees of Lady Hetvley's Foundations, and 
of the claims upon them of the Presbyterian Ministry of 
England. By the Rev. Joseph Hunter, F.S. A. London, 
1834. 8vo, pp. iv. 80. 

The object of this pamphlet seems sufficiently explained 
by its title, at least to those who remember the celebrated 
suit, which went through all the courts of law, and was 
the cause of the " Dissenters' Chapels Bill " being enacted, 
with the view of preventing the recurrence of like Compli- 
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cations. Simply stated, it is the old Dissenting interest 
ver sits the new, which is advocated in this " Defence," and 
the endowments founded by Nonconformists are claimed 
for their "heterodox" representatives, on the plea that the 
testators' motive in making their bequests, was to preserve 
liberty of private judgment, rather than definite doctrine. 



A Letter to Patrick Frazer Tytler, Esq., etc. By Joseph 
Hunter, F.S.A. &F.R.A.S. London, 1837. 8vo,pp. 71. 
This pamphlet relates to some now forgotten contro- 
versies which attended the reconstruction of the Record 
Service, which was finally accomplished in 1839. 

Three Catalogues describing the Contents of the Red Book 
of the Exchequer, the Dodsworth Manuscripts in the 
Bodleian Library, and of the Manuscripts in the Library 
of the Honourable Society of Lincoln's Inn. By the Rev. 
Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. London, 1888. 8vo, pp. 412. 
In this volume are reprinted the three catalogues men- 
tioned in the title : these had been originally prepared by 
Mr. Hunter as part of the Appendix to the Report for 1837 
of the Commissioners on the Public Records, in the draw- 
ing up of which he had a large share. 

In an account of Dodsworth prefixed to the catalogue of 
his MSS., Mr. Hunter points out that his name rather 
than that of Dugdale ought to be used in connection with 
the ' Monasticon.' 

A Disquisition on the Scene, Origin, Date, etc., of Shake- 
peare's ' Tempest :' in a Letter to Benjamin Heywood 
Bright, Esq.; from the Rev. Joseph Hontek, F.S.A. 
1839. 8vo. pp. 151. [One hundred copies only printed 
for private distribution.] 
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New Illustrations of the Life, Studies, and Writings of 
Shakespeare: supplementary to all the editions. By 
Joseph Hunter, a Fellow of the Society of Antiqua- 
ries, and an Assistant Keeper of the Public Records. 
In two volumes. London, 1854. 8vo. 1st vol. pp. xvi. 
425. 2nd vol. pp. 373. 
A Few Words in Reply to the Animadversions of the Rev. 
Mr. Dyce on Mr. Hunter's ' Disquisition on The Tem- 
pest' (1839); and his 'New Illustrations of the Life, 
Studies, and Writings of Shakespeare' (1845) ; contained 
in his work entitled ' A Few Notes on Shakespeare: with 
Occasional Remarks on the Emendations of the Manu- 
script Corrector in Mr. Collier's copy of the Folio, 1632.' 
By the Author of the * Disquisition ' and the ' Illustra- 
tions.' London, 1853. 8vo, pp. 23. 
Although Shakespeare's personal history and his writings 
had from a very early period been among the subjects of 
Mr. Hunter's critical inquiries, it was not till the year 
1839 that any result of his lucubrations in this direction 
found its way to the press. Even then, what appeared 
was but solall compared with what might have been pub- 
lished, though undoubtedly it possessed high interest, and 
was in all probability selected by the author, as consisting 
of some of the most important conclusions at which he 
had arrived in the course of his Shakespeare studies. 

The form in which the ' Disquisition on The Tempest ' 
was cast, was that of a letter to the late B. H. Bright, Esq., 
a very old friend of Mr. Hunter's, and addicted, like him, 
to curious researches into the literature of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. Mr. Bright's library was well 
known as containing many of the rarest works and rarest 
editions that the age of Elizabeth and James I. ever sent 
forth. For many years an active correspondence bad been 
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carried on between Mr. Bright and Mr. Hunter, chiefly on 
the matter of Shakespeare, and the light thrown upon his 
writings from those of his contemporaries. The great re- 
spect in which each held the other's judgment on these 
points, whilst their views were but seldom in accordance, 
may be regarded as the cause why Mr. Bright's extensive 
mass of criticism was left behind him in manuscript, and 
nothing of this kind was delivered to the world by Mr. 
Hunter till after remaining for some dozen years in the 
same state. 

From the unexpected character of the positions at which 
Mr. Hunter considered himself to have arrived by minute 
observation and exact induction, and which he accordingly 
maintained with firmness and freedom, it was not surprising 
that our Shakespearean critics in general should be some- 
what startled. Theories were found laid down, in diame- 
tric opposition to many which had universally been held as 
established by those who bad given their attention to 
Shakespeare's ' Tempest' and other plays.* Accordingly 
the letter to Mr. Bright was met by the reviewers of the 
time, here with the language of perplexity and doubt, 
there in terms of unsparing and violent condemnation. It 
gave rise to an article in the ' Quarterly Review,' the in- 
imitable style of which betrays its author to have been an 
Irish gentleman lately deceased, well versed in the intrica- 
cies of modern French and English politics, but utterly 
disqualified for handling the topic upon which he has ven- 
tured, as appears from the crude assertions and strange 
blunders of which the article is made up. 

The peculiarities of Mr. Hunter's opinions with regard 

• Mr. Bright's speculations, though altogether at variance with Mr. Hun- 
ter's, were equally novel and bold, and if they had seen the light, would 
have equally astonished the world of commentators. 
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to 'The Tempest' are: — 1. That it was one of the ear- 
liest productions of our dramatist, instead of being one of 
the latest, as Maloue upon historical, and Coleridge upon 
metaphysical grounds have affirmed. 2. That Protpero's 
island was the islet of Lampedusa, in the Mediterranean 
Sea, not far. from the coast of Tunis. Commentators and 
general readers have been accustomed to connect the scene 
of the play with Bermuda, hut in an indefinite way, and 
without, so far as we know, any attempt at proof. The 
manner in which the "Bermoothes" are introduced into 
the dialogue tends rather to refute than to support such a 
notion. These islands were really the scene of a memor- 
able shipwreck during the latter portion of Shakespeare's 
life, and this circumstance had suggested to the critics that 
the poet had been looking in that direction for his plot 
and magnificent imagery. The critic's hint has been im- 
proved upon by "lay" writers, as Moore and Basil Hall, 
who have converted it into a positive statement. 

.(1) As evidence for the early appearance of ' The Tem- 
pest,' Mr. Hunter cites a list of Shakespeare's works given 
by Francis Meeres at the very beginning of the seventeenth 
century, in which the play of ' Love Labours Won ' is 
attributed to him. Mr. Hunter has aimed at showing this 
title to be properly applicable to the plot of ' The Tempest,' 
and to that of no other of Shakespeare's dramas. Besides 
this, there are various points iu the text whose significance 
might escape the notice of all but the most minute investi- 
gators, which Mr. Hunter brings forward as confirming 
his view of the date of the play. The force of Mr. Hunter's 
reasonings may be held in various degrees of estimation in 
various quarters, but there can be hut one opinion as to 
their ingenuity and verisimilitude. 

(2) Even more convincing are the arguments by which 
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it has been sought to prove the Mediterranean, instead of 
the Atlantic, to be the sea in which the voyagers from 
Naples were overtaken by "the tempest." Omitting all 
a priori considerations (in this case the strongest), Mr. 
Hunter has succeeded in tracing numerous analogies be- 
tween Shakespeare's expressions and those of Sir John 
Harrington, where he is led to speak of Lampedusa in his 
translation of ' Orlando Furioso,' and placing beyond a 
doubt that Shakespeare was acquainted with this transla- 
tion, whatever may be the value of Mr. Hunter's inference. 

With all the light that be has confessedly thrown upon 
questions concerning one of the finest of Shakespeare's 
compositions, Mr. Hunter never pretended to have ex- 
hausted the subject. Indeed, if his conclusions are to be 
held as substantiated, the chronology of Shakespeare's co- 
medies must be recast de novo. Future aspiring commen- 
tators may employ themselves in investigating what may 
be said for a theory which would make their chronological 
order coincident with that in which they are placed in the 
first Folio. Shakespeare's first represented comedy need 
not have been his worst; on the contrary, may we not 
suppose him to have exerted his genius to the utmost on 
the first occasion on which its produce was to be made 
public? — and may we not thus account for the apologetic 
tone of the epilogue to one of the first-rate performances 
of our great poet, such as be did not think it necessary to 
use for any of his inferior works ? The applause with 
which 'The Tempest' could not fail to be greeted, would 
be his best apology for giving to the world his ' Two Gen- 
tlemen of Verona,' ' Love Labours Lost,' ' Measure for 
Measure,' and ' Comedy of Errors.' 

At length, in 1845, Mr. Hunter determined upon ar- 
ranging and publishing the fruits of so many years' re- 
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search and annotation. These are comprised in the two 
octavo volumes the title of which has been given above. 
The arguments of the ' Disquisition on The Tempest' are 
reproduced without material alteration; and each of the 
remaining plays of Shakspeare is treated not indeed at the 
same length, but in the same spirit of keen and curious 
criticism. A mind naturally acute and discerning, and 
intimate knowledge of the poetic and other literature of 
the Elizabethan period, may fairly be deemed qualifications 
for the task of a commentator on Shakspeare, and these 
Mr. Hunter possessed in an eminent degree. And if he 
should appear at first sight prone to affix undue importance 
to points which most would think trifles, let it be remem- 
bered that it was from such minutia that in most cases the 
thread of reasoning was involved which led to what he 
esteemed his greatest discoveries. 

To an ardent genealogist like Mr. Hunter, it was but to 
be expected that Shakespeare's ancestry, connections, and 
posterity would prominently offer themselves as objects of 
interest and inquiry. Besides the family of Shakespeare, 
those of Hathaway, Bernard, Hall, Ardeu, Hart, and 
others which formed alliances with the Shakespeares, are 
treated of, to a greater or less extent, in the former of these 
two volumes. It appears that the poet's father was gene- 
rally described as a ' gentleman,' and that the notion of 
his being in trade is one which, though widely circulated, ' 
is based upon slender evidence. Mr. Hunter thinks it 
strange that the word ' glover' should be found after * John 
Shakspeare de Clifton' in a Latin register at Worcester, 
but accepts it as it stands. It might be worth the while 
of any one who has addicted himself to studies of this kind, 
to examine whether that which has been read 'glover,' is 
not really and truly ' Glouc' 
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The third work mentioned above is principally contro- 
versial in its character, as may be gathered from the title. 
In it, however, Mr. Hunter brings forward a passage from 
the Carmen Nuptiale of Catullus, previously, we believe, 
unnoticed, in illustration of a word in 'The Tempest' 
which has much troubled the commentators. When Shake- 
speare makes Prospero say to Ferdinand (' Tempest,' act iv. 
sc. 1.) :— 

Have given you ■ third of mine own life," 

we cannot doubt that he had present to his mind the beau- 
tiful lines of Catullus (Carmen Nupt. 65) : 

" Tirginitw non tot* tua est i bi parte parentum est : 
Tertia para patri data, pars data tertia matri ; 
Tertia tola tua eat." 

The common editions of Shakespeare have adopted an 
unwarranted conjecture — ' a thread of mine own life.' 



Ecclesiastical Documents. Now first published by the Rev, 
Joseph Hunter. London, 1840. 4to. pp. 100. 
This volume was edited by Mr. Hunter for the Camden 
Society, of which he was one of the founders. It contains 
first a brief history of the Bishoprick of Somerset, now 
Bath and Wells, written, by some unknown author, in the 
reign of Henry II., and preserved in a register of the Priory 
of Bath, now in the library of Lincoln's Inn. The editor 
has supplied a translation, and notes of whatever is known 
respecting the persons and places mentioned in the test. 

The second part of the volume consists of some charters 
relating to ecclesiastical affairs, formerly in the library of 
Dr. Cox Macro, with notes in illustration of any difficulties 
or peculiarities occurring in the text. 
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The Rise of the Old Dissent exemplified in the Life of Oliver 

Heywood, 1630-1702. By Rev. Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. 

London. 8vo 3 1842, pp. 463. 

The Lancashire family of Heywood, which has ramified 
so extensively in the later generations, and arrived at posi- 
tions of wealth and distinction, is descended from Nathaniel 
Heywood, vicar of Ormskirk, whose elder brother Oliver is 
the subject of the biography comprised in this book. 

Oliver Heywood was one of the most pious and respect- 
able of the Puritan divines of the north of England. He 
was born 1630, and exercised his ministry at Coley in the 
parish of Halifax, from the year 1650 till 1662, when the 
Act of Uniformity displaced him from that sphere of duty. 
Thenceforward he carried on a sort of irregular work of 
preaching in private houses, and not in any fixed place, but 
wherever he could find the best opportunity of evading the 
law, or of profiting by the indulgence of its functionaries. 
His death occurred in 1702. 

Materials are found in abundance for the biographer of 
Oliver Heywood, in the copious diaries which he left behind 
him, and the sketch of his life which he drew up previous 
to the time when they commence. When we add to these 
the numerous other productions of his indefatigable pen, on 
subjects varying iu importance from the most limited to 
the most general, some of which, but by no means the 
whole, are published in five thick octavo volumes, we can 
readily conceive that Mr. Hunter could be in no want of 
information from which to draw up this elaborate work. 

The last chapter gives an account of the subsequent for- 
tunes of the English Presbyterian Dissenters, similar to 
that upon which the argument of the ' Historical Defence ' 
is founded. 

The editor of the five volumes of Oliver Hey wood's works 
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above alluded to, has prefixed a pedigree of the Heywood 
family, for which he professes himself indebted to Mr. Hun- 
tor's " useful aid." The errors in the pedigree are of them- 
selves sufficient to show that it has been drawn up without 
Mr. Hunter's cognizance. 



A True Account of the Alienation and Recovery of the Es- 
tates of the Offleys of Norton, in 1754; with Remarks 
on the Version of the Story by the Author of ' Tremaine ' 
and ' De Vere' By the Rev. Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. 
London, 1841. 12mo, pp. 80. 

Nothing was more alien to Mr. Hunter's taste and judg- 
ment, than that mixture of truth and fiction which is found 
in what are called historical novels, and even in the words 
of those who, while professing to write history, attend more 
to liveliness of colouring than to accuracy of detail. " To 
pick out the straws which from time to time are thrown in- 
to the current of historical truth," seemed to him the use- 
ful and appropriate function of the class of writers among 
whom he wished to be reckoned. The pamphlet of which 
the title is given above, is devoted to picking out a straw 
thrown in by Mr. Plumer Ward, in his 'Illustrations of 
Human Life.' 

Mr. Hunter had peculiar opportunities of becoming accu- 
rately acquainted with the circumstances of a transaction 
regarding which Mr. Ward has given an account not free 
from material error; for he was in early life intimate with 
persons the immediate descendants of the actors in the 
matter, and whose fortunes were materially affected by the 
result. The " true account " iB given in a simple and in- 
teresting manner, and intermingled with remarks on the 
nature of historical and fictitious writing, and also on the 
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deductions drawn by Mr. Ward from his version of the 
narrative. 



The Diary of Dr. Thomas Cartwright, Bishop of Chester. 
Now first printed from the Original MS. m the posses- 
sion of the Rev, Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. London, 
1843. 4to, pp. xvii. 110. 

This is another of the publications of the Camden So- 
ciety. The editor's labours are confined to a preface con- 
taining some notices of the life of Cartwright, and to notes 
chiefly identifying persons mentioned in the text. The 
Diary itself is a valuable addition to the sources whence we 
derive our knowledge of the history of the transactions 
immediately preceding the Revolution, 



Gens Sylvestkina. — Memorials of some of my good and 
Religious Ancestors ; or Eleven Generations of a Puritan 
Family. By Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. 1846. 8vo, pp. 
189. Privately printed. 

To rescue from oblivion whatever facts be could discover 
with reference to his own ancestors and connections, was a 
work peculiarly congenial to Mr. Hunter's mind ; and he 
has here put together for the use of his friends, so much 
of his collections on the subject as were capable of being 
wrought into a connected narrative. 

This volume will show that Mr. Hunter possessed in an 
eminent degree that love of historic truth, which is so fre- 
quently discarded when genealogical inquirers direct their 
attention to questions personal to themselves. Whatever 
difference of opinion there may be with regard to the esti- 
mates of character contained in this book, we believe that 
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no genealogical fact is there set down as certain, except 
upon such evidence as would command universal assent. 



Notes of an English Traveller during a Two Days' Sojourn 
at Ober-Wesel, on the Rhine. 1847. 12mo, pp. 22. 
Privately printed. 

In the course of occasional visits to the Continent, Mr. 
Hunter was always watchful to remark and note down 
whatever could illustrate the history or literature of his 
own country. Conceiving that the town mentioned in the 
title of this little book presented much matter of interest 
to an English antiquary, he has here put together the notes 
he took on the spot, and has added what genealogical in- 
formation he was able to collect relating to the family 
of Shoemberg, the lords of the castle overhanging Ober- 
Wesel. 

Collections Concerning the Early History of the Founders 
of New Plymouth, the first Colonists of New England. 
By Joseph Hcntek, P.S.A. London, 1849. 12mo, 
pp. 70. 
Collections Concerning the Church or Congregration of Pro- 
testant Separatists formed at Scrooby, the Founders of 
New Plymouth, the Parent Colony of New England. By 
the Rev. Joseph Hunter. London, 1854. 8vo, pp. 
205. 

The former of these two works, being the second of the 
series of ' Critical and Historical Tracts, 1 for the first time 
identifies the spot from which went forth that band of pil- 
grims, whom so large a part of the people of the great 
American Republic regard as their fathers. By an argu- 
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ment based on the comparison of facts attested by a great 
variety of authorities, Mr. Hunter has shown that these 
men, who before crossing the Atlantic rested for awhile in 
Holland, had their first association in their common mem- 
bership of a Presbyterian Church assembling in the village 
of Scrooby in Nottinghamshire. 

The discovery thus announced attracted considerable 
attention both here and in New England, and Mr. Hunter 
was induced to pursue his investigation of the history of the 
English life of the leaders and chief agents in the move- 
ment. Finding that the original tract was out of print, 
and that the new matter could hardly be made intelligible 
without a repetition of the old, he resolved on the production 
of an independent work, which should embody all that he 
had collected upon the subject. 

The result was the publication of the second of the above- 
named books, which embraces all that was contained in the 
original tract, with the addition of a great quantity of mi- 
nute information on kindred subjects, especially in relation 
to Brewster, one of the most eminent lay members of the 
Scrooby society. The new facts thus for the first time ad- 
duced, are in themselves of trifling importance, and derive 
their interest only from their connection with the discovery 
announced in the tract ; but, as Mr. Hunter has himself 
observed, it is the part and peculiar office of the antiquary 
to deal with such small facts. It is this which makes the 
distinction between the Antiquary and the Historian. 

Mr. R. M. Milnes, M.P., has contributed some " prefa- 
tory stanzas" to adorn the volume containing the result of 
those labours of Mr. Hunter's which have given so much 
historical importance to the neighbourhood where that 
distinguished author resides. 

c 2 
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Aoincourt. — A Contribution towards an Authentic List of 
the Commander* of the English Host in King Henry V.'s 
Expedition to France, in the Third Year of his Reign. 
By Joseph Hunter. 1850. 12mo, pp. 56. 
This is the first of a series of 'Critical and Historical 
Tracts,' in which Mr. Hunter gave to the public some 
notices of detached points of history which he deemed un- 
suitable for publication in the transactions of our literary 



Among the records of the Exchequer there yet remain 
many original documents relating to the collection and 
equipment of the army which conquered at Agincourt. 
From these documents Mr. Hunter has gathered the names 
of all persons whom the yet existing evidence of this nature 
shows to hare held commands in the expedition. The list 
contains a large body of authentic information respecting 
the nobility and gentry of the period. 

Milton. — A Sheaf of Gleanings after his Biographers and 
Annotators. I. Genealogical Investigation. II. Notes 
on some of his Poems. By Joseph Hunter. London, 
1850. 12mo, pp. 72. 

This, the third of the aeries of ' Critical and Historical 
Tracts/ is about equally divided between genealogy and 
criticism. The earlier part announces a multitude of small 
facts relating to the life and family of the poet, for the 
knowledge of a large proportion of which Mr. Hunter was 
indebted to his familiarity with the Exchequer Records. 

In the second part are given criticisms on various pas- 
sages of the poef s works which had either been passed un- 
noticed by the commentators, or with regard to which Mr. 
Hunter had some addition or correction to suggest. 
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The whole tract is essentially fragmentary, and frequent 
reference to the larger Lives and editions of Milton is re- 
quired to enable the reader to understand it. 



Antiquarian Notices of Lupstt, the Heath, Sharlston, and 
Ackton. By the Author of the 'Topography of Hallam- 
shire.' 8vo. 1851. Privately printed. 
This book, which may be considered as an enlarged edi- 
tion of an earlier small tract, was written by Mr. Hunter 
at the request of the present possessor of Lupset Hall, near 
Wakefield. Its nature is expressed by the title, but it re- 
lates chiefly to the family history of the successive proprie- 
tors of the places mentioned. 



The Great Hero of the Ancient Minstrelsy of England, 
Robin Hood; his Period, real Character, etc., investi- 
gated, and perhaps ascertained. By Joseph Hunter. 
1852. 12mo, pp. 62. 

Id this, the fourth of his ' Critical and Historical Tracts,' 
Mr. Hunter endeavours to show that Robin Hood is nei- 
ther a mere poetic conception nor a mythological person- 
age, as has been maintained by some, but a person who 
had a veritable existence quite within historic time, and of 
whose life some details are preserved in repositories where 
few would expect to find illustrations of our early poetry. 
The argument is interesting, not only for the sake of the 
conclusions thought to be established, but also as showing 
the method pursued by Mr. Hunter in the course of his 
historical inquiries. He finds in those of the Robin Hood 
ballade which seem to owe least to the invention of the 
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poet, mention of s meeting between Robin Hood and the 
" comely " King Edward, as taking place in Lancashire. 
He then refers to a MS. itinerary, as showing that Ed- 
ward I. never was in Lancashire after he became king ; nor 
was Edward III., unless perhaps in the latter part of his 
reign. Edward II. was once in Lancashire, in the autumn 
of 1333, at which time therefore the interview mentioned in 
the ballads may have taken place. The epithet "comely" 
also seems most appropriate to the second Edward. 

Again, the ballads tell us that Robin Hood met the king 
in Sherwood Forest, and took service in his household ; but 
soon becoming weary of this life, he returned to his former 
haunts. Accounts yet existing in the Exchequer show that 
Robyn Hod received 3d. a day wages as one of the " vad- 
lets porteurs de la chambre " of the King from March 24, 
1324, to some time in November of the same year. On 
the 22nd day of that month a gratuity of 5*. is given to 
" Robyn Hod jady s un des porteurs poar cas qil ne poait 
pluis travailler." 

Such is an outline of the argument by which the historic 
existence of this great ballad hero is established. 



The Connection of Bath with the Literature and Science of 
England. A Paper read before the Literary and Philoso- 
phical Association of the Bath Institution, on November 
6, 1826. By the Rev. Joseph HuNTEa, F.S.A. With 
an Account of the Formation of the Institution, and Notes 
on the Paper written iu 1853. By the Author. Bath, 
1853. 8vo, pp. 95. 

A few copies of the above paper were printed at the time 
for private circulation, but the same having passed out of 
sight, the author in 1853 was invited by the members 
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of the Bath Literary Club to prepare another edition, to 
which request he acceded, adding some notes which the 
lapse of twenty-sis years suggested, and also giving an 
account of the early history of the Bath Institution, in the 
formation of which Mr. Hunter bore a prominent part. 
The first portion, then, of this little volume, is devoted to 
a minute and graphic description of the early difficulties 
which had to be encountered before the Institution was 
fairly started. It was found impossible to carry out the 
whole of the project as originally sketched out ; nevertheless 
the scheme was successful. It required indeed no little 
energy to establish in the fair city an institution the pro- 
fessed object of which was that " of leading some perhaps 
to prefer to the frivolous and enervating amusements of the 
place the higher delights, the more solid and lasting plea- 
sures, which attend those who have the love of literature 
and science in their hearts." Time, however, which throws 
into the shade of obscurity the visionary plans of the en- 
thusiast, has proved in this instance that the intentions of 
the founders were wise and beneficial; for now, after the 
lapse of forty years, the inhabitants of Bath direct the at- 
tention of the stranger to their Institution as being not 
only one of the most elegant buildings in their city, but as 
containing within its walls a collection of the remains of 
Roman civilization such as no other city of Britain can 
show. 

Mr. Hunter condenses into a small compass a most in- 
teresting account of the early history of Bath, and also of 
its later epochs as counected with science and literature. 
Those who are accustomed to associate this City of the 
West merely with its healing springs or with the gay so- 
ciety which is there yearly gathered together, will be sur- 
prised to find how numerous a band of illustrious authors 
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have here taken up their abode. The reputation of many 
of these has of course gradually faded away, but some there 
are who have found an enduring place in the literary annals 
of their country. 

Pope ; his Descent and Family Connections. Facts and 
Conjectures. By Joseph Hunter. Loudon, 1857. 
12mo, pp. 46. 

A small tract illustrating both the paternal and maternal 
descent of Alexander Pope. His mother was a Turner, 
which family had for many generations held a reputable 
position at York. His paternal grandfather was a bene- 
ficed clergyman of the Church of England, and of the Pu- 
ritan school. The tract helps to vindicate the poet's right 
to say — 

" Of gentle blood (part ahed in honour's cause, 
While jet in Britain honour had applause) 
Each parent sprang." 



The following Papers were contributed by Mr. 
Hunter to the ' Archseologia :' — 

/. Account of some Antiquities recently discovered near 
Bath. Vol. XXII. pp. 420-421. With a Plate. 1827. 
This is an account of two Roman inscriptions, which are 

now preserved in the Bath Institution. 

II. On the Measures taken for the Apprehension of Sir 
Thomas de Gournay, one of the Murderers of King Ed- 
ward II., and on their final issue. Vol. XXVII. pp. 
274^297. 1837. 
The chroniclers relate that Gournay was taken at Burgos, 
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and put to a violent death at sea on hie way to England : 
it is here shown that he was apprehended at Naples, and 
died of disease at Bayonne. This is proved by the conclu- 
sive evidence of the account of the expenses of Sir William 
de Tweng, who was charged with the duty of conducting 
the prisoner. Appended is an account of the expenses of 
bringing the body of Edward II. from Berkeley to Glou- 
cester. 

///. On the Death of Eleanor of Castile, Consort of King 

Edward I., and the Honours paid to her Memory. Vol. 

XXIX. pp. 167-191. 1841. 

The death of Queen Eleanor is famous on account of the 
honours paid to her memory hy her husband : and it is 
strange that there could be any doubt as to the date of its 
occurrence, and still more strange that the chroniclers 
should all have represented her husband to have been ab- 
sent when in fact he was present at the time. In this 
paper Mr. Hunter has shown, from the Wardrobe Accounts 
and the testes of writs, that Eleanor died at Hardby, in 
Lincolnshire, on the eveping of November 28, 1290, and 
that the King had then been some days at Hardby. 

The same Wardrobe Accounts give a variety of details 
regarding the funeral and the memorial crosses. The paper 
ends with a description of the tomb as it now exists. 

IV. On the Site of Cambodunum. Vol. XXXII. pp. 16- 

24. 1846. 

Cambodunum is a station mentioned in the ' Itinerary ' 
of Antonine as lying between Calcaria and Manucinum, 
which correspond to Tadcaster and Manchester. Inquirers 
are much divided regarding the spot to be considered as the 
site of Cambodunum, and many have suspected a Corrup- 
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tion of the text in this part, as it is difficult to fix on any 
Bpot of which the distances from Tadcaster and Manchester 
shall agree tolerably well with those mentioned in the pre- 
sent copies of the ' Itinerary,' In this paper Mr. Hunter 
reviews the various opinions which have received support, 
and quotes from a volume found amongst the Dodsworth 
MSS. in the Bodleian, a passage which he considers con- 
clusive on the point; this passage, then first published, de- 
scribes the exact spot on which an altar was found, known 
from its inscription to belong to Cambodunum ; this affords 
evidence strongly confirmatory of Horsley's view, who fixed 
the disputed site in the district called G retcland, within the 
parish of Halifax. 

V, On the Claim of Hardwick, in Derbyshire, to have been 
one of the Residences of Mary, Queen of Scots, during her 
Captivity in England. Vol. XXXII. pp. 73-82. 1846. 
Local traditions of remarkable minuteness assert that 

Mary, Queen of Scots, passed part of the time of her capti- 
vity at Hardwick Hall, a seat of the Cavendish family, in 
Derbyshire. When Prince Labanoff undertook his re- 
searches into the history of Mary, he heard doubts cast 
upon the truth of these traditions, and he applied to the 
Society of Antiquaries for their opinion on the subject. 
Mr. Hunter replied in the present paper, where he reviews 
the evidence for the truth of the tradition, and concludes 
that it is altogether insufficient to outweigh the silence of 
the abundant contemporary records of the life of the 
Queen. 

VI. An Account of the Scheme for Erecting a Royal 
Academy in England in the Reign of King James the 
First. Vol. XXXII. pp. 132-149. 1846. 

The seventeenth century was fertile in schemes for the 
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establishment of various societies of science and literature 
under Royal patronage. One such scheme is described in 
an anonymous imprinted work, of which several copies exist 
in manuscript in different repositories, and one copy came 
into the hands of Mr. Hunter. He has in this paper shown 
that tbe author was Edmund Bolton, a prolific antiquarian 
writer, and given an account of the nature of the scheme, 
together with a list of those who gave adherence to it. 

VII. Proofs of the Early Use of Gunpowder in the English 
Army. Vol. XXXII. pp. 379-387. 1848. 

This paper furnishes an excellent example of the manner 
in which the minute information derivable from our records 
may be applied to the illustration and occasional correc- 
tion of the loose statements of the chroniclers. Camden and 
Spelman tell us, and other writers have repeated, that gun- 
powder was first used by the English army in the expedition 
of which the battle of Creasy was the most important event j 
but the evidence on the point was far from clear. Mr. 
Hunter discovered among the Wardrobe Accounts for the 
year 1346, many items of charges for sulphur, saltpetre, and 
leaden balls, which leave no doubt of the substantial iden- 
tity of the fire-arms then employed with those at present 
in use. He has appended an exact journal of the King's 
movements during this expedition, derived from the ac- 
counts of the royal kitchen. 

VIII. The Seal of Chaucer : Copy of the Deed to which it 
is appended. Copy of a Public Instrument notifying to 
him his Removal from his Office of Clerk of the King's 
Works. Vol. XXXIV. pp. 43-45. 1850. 

The deed here given, found among the Exchequer Re- 
cords, is a disposition of lands by Thomas, said to be son 
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of Geoffrey Chaucer, and bears date May 20, 1409. The 
seal appended bears the arms of the poet, and the inscrip- 
tion %,' ffifjoftai CfjaUCtEE. It is believed that no other 
impression exists. 

The public instrument mentioned in the title bears date 
June 17, 1391, and gives authentic information regarding 
the office from which the poet had then lately been re- 
moved. 

IX. A few Notices respecting William Lynwode, Judge of 
the Arches, Keeper of the Privy Seal, and Bishop of St. 
David's. Vol. XXXIV. pp. 403-405. 1852. 

A corpse having been discovered in St. Stephen's Chapel 
at Westminster, supposed to be that of Lyndewood, Mr. 
Hunter was requested to look into the state of information 
regarding him and to report the result. This he has here 
done, and has added a few remarks on the evidence on 
which the statements of the biographers rest. 

X. Journal of the Mission of Queen Isabella to the Court of 
France, and of her long Residence in that Country. Vol. 
XXXVI. pp. 242-257. 1855. 

In the year 1325 the Queen Consort of England was 
employed in difficult negotiations between her husband and 
her brother Charles le Bel of France. An account ren- 
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but little is known of him. Some interest therefore at- 
taches to any additional information concerning him, and 
these deeds also illustrate the ancient topography of Lin- 
colnshire. 

XII. Notices of the Old Clochard, or Bell Tower of the 
Palace at Westminster. Vol. XXXVII. pp. 23-26. 1856, 
A time when public attention was much directed upon 

the new clock-tower at Westminster, suggested the publi- 
cation of some notices of its predecessor, built in the year 
1366. These, like so many of Mr. Hunter's communica- 
tions, are derived from the accounts furnished by the per- 
sons employed. No account is found of the expense of the 
clock and hells themselves. 

XIII. Specimens of Maris used by the Early Manufactu- 
rers of Paper, as Exhibited in Documents in the Public 
Archives of England. Vol. XXXVII. pp. 447-454. 
1858. 

Specimens of early paper-marks are engraved in the 
' Arehseologia ' (vol. xii. pp. 114-131), and in the Paston 
Letters; of these the earliest belong to the year 1440. 
Mr. Hunter found that the most ancient paper documents 
in the Exchequer (1302-1330) had no marks, but that 
after the latter date they are found. Several specimens are 
here engraved ; and it is here remarked that though the 
paper may be a few years more ancient, it cannot be more 
recent than the date of the transaction recorded. Records 
give therefore more satisfactory evidence on points of this 
nature than is afforded by ordinary manuscripts. 
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